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the efforts of the Christian Brothers, Victor Duruy l could
say in 1867: " From this first attempt there resulted an
advance in teaching which, had it been allowed to spread,
would have hastened by a century the advent of vocational
and adult schools/'
The method book of the Order, ILa Conduite des Ecoks>
was written, apparently, for private circulation and modified
as the years went by. The Brothers were eminently
practical, and did not indulge in much theory; nevertheless,
it is remarkable how deeply their methods have penetrated
into the French school world. The rigid silence, the
minutely organised discipline, the walking in ranks, the
evolutions performed in obedience to a wooden clapper,2
the ceremonial attitude of children to teachers, the gravity
of teachers in presence of children, the good grading of
classes, the love of clear textbooks, all these and many more
characteristics may be traced to the influence of the schools
of the Christian Brothers. One realises that when a
paternal and kindly spirit was behind this repressive
discipline and, above all, when it was pervaded, as it was
meant to be, by a spirit of prayer, the repression would
be more apparent than real and that freedom could co-exist
with minute regulation. But should this paternal and
sympathetic attitude be wanting, should the regulations
remain to be enforced for their own sake, then did the
system become appalling and degenerate into that dismal
formalism which can be the worst fault of French schools.
It would be interesting to consider other manifestations
of the fertility of French educational life and especially to
discuss the primary schools which were fighting their
way into existence, now championed, now hindered by
1  Quoted by J. Guibert in St. Jean Baptists de la Sate, pi 36.
2  See Dr. Barnard's Madame de Matntenon and S&nt-Cyr, pp. 42-3 and 121.